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Message from The Dean

The Singapore Management University’s (SMU) College of
Graduate Research Studies (CGRS) enhances integration and
interdisciplinarity across the various SMU postgraduate research
(PGR) programmes, enabling our PGR students to gain a holistic
learning experience and well-grounded approach to their research.
This is achieved through interdisciplinary programmes, shared
courses and professional training workshops. Furthermore, CGRS
will strengthen networking, cohort building and collaborative
opportunities for PGR students across the various programmes,
facilitated through the student and alumni groups. Ultimately,

our PGR students will be poised to tackle challenges affecting
businesses, societies and institutions across boundaries with
confidence, and create significant impact.

SMU offers Academic Research PhD Programmes in Accounting,
Business, Economics, Psychology, Computer Science and
Information Systems, as well as the interdisciplinary PhD in
Law, Commerce and Technology and PhD in Asian Urbanisms.
With at least a Bachelor's degree and a passion for research
and teaching, you can embark on an SMU PhD in your research
areas of interest — taught and supervised by our distinguished
faculty members who are internationally recognised as experts
in their respective fields. SMU provides every successful PhD
candidate with a fully-funded scholarship. Our graduates have
found diverse careers in academia and industry, both in Singapore
and abroad. More information can be found in this brochure.

SMU ensures that you do not walk this journey alone. We will
carefully take you through every major milestone in your PhD
study. | encourage you to take this first step in shaping your
future, and look forward to welcoming you on board an SMU
PhD programme.

Professor WANG Heli
Dean, College of Graduate Research Studies

College of Graduate Research Studies (CGRS)

UNLOCK OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH
INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

The College of Graduate Research Studies (CGRS) trains
students to uncover new knowledge and develop novel solutions
that are relevant to some of today’s most challenging issues.
This will be undertaken at the intersections of disciplines,
cultures and industry.

Our community of learners benefit from the diversity of expertise,
disciplinary and interdisciplinary knowledge and perspectives
so that they are well-equipped to create significant impact.

CREATE
Significant Impact b
Across Disciplines

Transformative & Holistic Learning

e Through Interdisciplinary Programmes.

e Through the Graduate Research Interdisciplinary Topics (GRIT)
comprising the training in curated topics spanning across two
or more disciplines, to ensure students are well grounded.

e Through the Graduate Research Professional Development
(GRPD) programme which consists of a suite of credit-bearing
courses, workshops and seminars to ensure career-readiness.

TACKLE
Challenging Issues
With Confidence

BUILD
Strong Connections
Within Our Community

o

Fostering a Sense of Belonging

e Through the Graduate Research Student Society (GRSS) to
deepen interactions among students with academic exchanges
and social activities.

e Through Graduate Research Alumni Chapter (GRAC) to enhance
lifelong engagement and affiliation among the graduates.

e Through meaningful engagement events and activities between
students and graduates.



SMU PhD Programmes

SCHOOL OF ACCOUNTANCY

PhD in Accounting

This programme equips students with in-depth knowledge of
accounting theory and practice, and of related fields such as
economics and finance. Students will have the ability to conduct
original scientific research in accounting through theory-building
and state-of-the-art quantitative research methodology, and
will be trained by distinguished faculty members in fields such
as financial accounting, managerial accounting, auditing and
tax. Our programme’s objective is to develop highly-skilled and
innovative thought leaders in accounting research and education
for leading research-oriented universities and industries in this
region and throughout the world.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-accounting

LEE KONG CHIAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

PhD in Business (Finance)

This rigorous and intellectually stimulating programme
emphasises advanced study in the areas of finance,
economics, statistics and quantitative research methods.
The programme is taught by a group of dynamic faculty who
consistently publish in top finance journals.

At the end of the programme, graduates will have the skills
needed to conduct in-depth research into a specific sub-field
in finance such as asset pricing, corporate finance and market
microstructure. Graduates will also have a broad appreciation
of the key research issues that resonate with the field. Given
the tremendous relevance of finance to the global economy, a
graduate of this programme will be well prepared for diverse
careers in academia, industry, international organisations
and the public sector.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-business-finance

PhD in Business (Marketing)

The programme aims to train students to conduct rigorous
and relevant research focused on understanding, modelling
and predicting marketing actions of firms and managers, and
the behaviour of consumers. To this end, students have the
opportunity to decide the research-active faculty members
they would like to work with, making this a flexible a nd
nurturing programme. Our faculty members have published
their research in prestigious journals such as the Journal
of Marketing, Journal of Marketing Research, Journal of
Consumer Research, Marketing Science, and Management
Science. This highly selective programme is geared towards
helping students in their journey to becoming scholars and
leading marketing faculty.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-business-marketing

PhD in Business (Operations Management)

This is a highly competitive programme that admits a very
limited number of students every year. The programme
emphasises theoretical research with practical relevance.
Students are expected to complete rigorous coursework,
collaborate closely with the Operations Management faculty
members and attend regular research seminars. Students
will also have opportunities to interact with renowned visiting
scholars from different parts of the world.

The programme aims to place its graduates to faculty
positions in leading universities or managerial positions in
industry, public sector and international organisations.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-business-om

PhD in Business (Organisational Behaviour & Human
Resources)

This programme equips graduates with the knowledge,
skills and abilities to conduct highly rigorous research in
Organisational Behaviour and Human Resources (OBHR)
in major research universities worldwide. The programme,
taught by an international group of faculty members who
consistently publish in the field’s most respected journals,
will provide hands-on training in research right from the
onset as well as a stimulating curriculum emphasising
psychological foundations of organisational behaviour
and human resources, statistics and research methods. A
nurturing approach will be adopted by faculty members to
help students succeed in the job market and in their careers.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-business-obhr

PhD in Business (Strategy & Organisation)

This programme is designed to equip students with the
skills, knowledge and competencies to conduct high-
quality research in the areas of strategic management and
organisation. Students can choose their research topics
from a variety of sub-areas within the domains of strategic
management and  organisation theory, including
corporate and business strategy, innovation, technology
management, entrepreneurship, and corporate governance.

The programme provides rigorous training by faculty members
who regularly publish in top academic journals. This ensures
that students will be well equipped to start their academic
careers as competent and independent researchers.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-business-smo

SMU Lee Kong Chian School of Business is one of the youngest business
schools in the world to achieve ‘triple crown’ accreditation by AACSB
(the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business), EQUIS by
European Foundation for Management Development (EFMD), and by
AMBA (the Association of MBAs) for MBA programmes.
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SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS

PhD in Economics

This programme trains students to do rigorous research
and analysis in economics. It is delivered by internationally
recognised professors who are actively engaged in research,
and who are dedicated to teaching and training the next
generation of economic researchers, teachers and policy
makers. We also offer interaction opportunities with top
researchers in economics from around the world through our
extensive seminar and visitor programmes. SMU’s School of
Economics is recognised internationally as a leading centre
for economic research.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-econs

SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

PhD in Psychology

This programme equips students with doctoral-level knowledge
in content areas in psychology and research methodology,
focusing on areas in cognitive, cultural, developmental, social,
personality and organisational psychology.

Students will learn, from both coursework and hands-on
research experience, to link psychological theory, study design,
measurement, and data analysis in order to make substantive
inferences and evidence-based recommendations to practice.
Students in the programme have presented their work at
international conferences and published their research in top
journals in psychology and related disciplines. Graduates of
the programme will be well-prepared for careers in universities,
research institutes and industry.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-psychology

COLLEGE OF INTEGRATIVE STUDIES

*

PhD in Asian Urbanisms*

As the only university located in the centre of Singapore, itself
located in the heart of one of the most dynamic regions in the
world, SMU is uniquely positioned to offer students the opportunity
to study urbanising Asia. Taught by world-class faculty working
on some of the most urgent problems facing Asian cities, our
interdisciplinary PhD programme in Asian Urbanisms offers
students unrivalled immersion into the theoretical debates and
empirical insights that are shaping Asia’s future. We offer a
uniquely interdisciplinary approach to the study of Asian cities;
one that starts from the urban studies paradigm, but which
reaches out into cognate disciplines.

Primarily supervised by faculty from the College of Integrative
Studies, students will have the chance to tap into SMU’s vibrant
intellectual community and secure co-supervision from faculty
in other Schools, thus maximising their chances of securing
employment in academia, research, consulting, or government.

For more details, please visit:
https://smu.sg/phd-asian-urbanisms

PhD in Computer Science
PhD in Information Systems

These programmes develop researchers and educators who
address deep technology challenges in real-world computing
systems that help tackle societal issues or impact business
processes, or who develop tools and methodologies to translate
business goals into technological solutions.

The core research areas are namely: Artificial Intelligence &
Data Science, Human-Machine Collaborative Systems, and
Information Systems & Technology.

Our graduates are capable of collaborating with researchers
from different disciplines, designing technology solutions
for real-world problems and applications, and producing
top-rated academic publications. The programmes will equip
them for careers with research and development laboratories,
academia and industry.

and the are
available to Singapore Citizens/Permanent Residents who are
interested in pursuing the PhD in Computer Science.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/scis-phd

Visiting Graduate Student Programme

The programme provides opportunities for students from
universities in Singapore and worldwide to spend one or more
academic terms at SMU as non-graduating students. PhD
and Master’s students from other universities may enrol in
our postgraduate research courses and participate in research
projects under the co-supervision of SMU faculty members.

For more details, please visit:
https://smu.sg/visiting-graduate-student-programme

YONG PUNG HOW SCHOOL OF LAW

PhD in Law, Commerce and Technology*

This Interdisciplinary PhD Programme is the first of its kind
in Asia-Pacific and among a handful of interdisciplinary
research doctoral programmes offered by law schools around
the world. The programme trains prospects to have a deep
understanding of law as a social mechanism in the context
of commercial activities and technology development.

This programme provides rigorous academic training. Besides
preparing students for a career at leading academic and
research institutions, it also adopts an industry-focus and
policy-oriented approach with the purpose of producing
cutting-edge research that can help regulators, companies
and societies face the challenges of today’s changing world.
Graduates from this programme will be prepared for a career
as thought leaders in academia, judiciary, regulatory agencies,
and industry organisations.

For more details, please visit:
http://smu.sg/phd-law-com-tech

Students of these interdisciplinary programmes will be provided with an incentive package, which provides additional funding support.
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Programme Structure

A PhD student will focus on coursework in the first one to three years, followed by dissertation research in subsequent years.
The coursework is intended to lay the ground in preparation for the Qualifying Examination and dissertation research.

Preparatory Coursework

Qualifying Examination

Dissertation

(Over Years 1 to 3)

The coursework requirement of the various PhD programmes is
generally a combination of these courses, which may differ across
programmes.

Foundation Courses
Electives

Advanced Research Topics
Empirical Research Projects

On completion of all required coursework, the student will sit
for a PhD Qualifying Examination (QE). It will assess his or her
mastery of the foundation required for the next stage of the PhD
programme — the dissertation. This is the student’s original work
in his or her specialised area through independent research. On
successful completion of the QE, the student will be ready to
embark on the dissertation. If he or she feels comfortable with
the PhD curriculum along the way, the dissertation research
can commence even before the coursework is completed. The
dissertation is marked by two major milestones, as follows.

Admission and Application

GENERAL ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

At least a good Bachelor’s degree.

A Master’s degree is useful but not required.
Some disciplines require a Bachelor’s degree in related areas.

Good GRE or GMAT results.
Some disciplines may specify a preferred test.

Good TOEFL or IELTS scores.
For applicants whose medium of instruction at the Bachelor’s/
Master’s level was not in English.

Submission of the following documents:
Copy of Identity Card/Passport

Latest Curriculum Vitae

Copies of Degree Certificates and Transcripts
Personal and Research Statements
Recommendation and/or Reference Letters
Writing Samples

(By Year 3)

(Between Years 3 & 5)

ORAL DEFENCE OF THE DISSERTATION PROPOSAL

This is an oral presentation of the proposed topic to a Dissertation
Committee. In general, a written dissertation proposal will have
to be submitted before the presentation. A supervisor with the
expertise in the chosen topic will be appointed. He or she guides
and mentors the student throughout the dissertation work.

ORAL DEFENCE AND COMPLETION OF
THE PhD DISSERTATION

This is an oral presentation of the written dissertation report
to the Committee. After possible revision(s) to the report
and upon fulfilment of all necessary requirements, the Committee
will recommend to the University to award the PhD degree.

*  The Graduate Research Professional Development (GRPD) programme is
compulsory for all disciplines except computer science and information
systems.

o

APPLICATION INFORMATION

All the PhD programmes are full-time!. The University’s application
windows are listed below.

Opening Date | Closing Date
m for Application | for Application

- PhD in Accounting
- PhD in Asian Urbanisms
August | - PhD in Business ( ofl éilé‘?uzgr) ?Olf Dﬁgren;t;?)r
- PhD in Economics priory priory
- PhD in Psychology
- PhD in Computer Science
- PhD in Information
- PhD in Law, Commerce & priory y
Technology
- PhD in Computer Science
January | - PhD in Information (olf gﬁz:lﬁg) (of3p?iélrJ;:ar)
Systems

A successful candidate who applies early may be provided with an early offer.

1. Part-time study is available to Singapore Citizens and Permanent Residents
for the PhD in Computer Science programme only.

Application requirements and procedure for each programme can be found in
the relevant programme’s website, as indicated in the “SMU PhD Programmes”
section of this brochure.



Financial Assistance Schemes

SMU awards four types of scholarships and fellowships on
a competitive basis. We assess applicants for different award
schemes either at the time of admission based on qualification
and suitability for these schemes or during their PhD journey
based on their outstanding academic performance.

SMU RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP

The scholarship covers registration and subsidised tuition fees.
This scheme also provides successful recipients with monthly
living stipends.* The scholarship is renewed yearly, conditioned
on good academic performance, for a maximum duration of four
years. Beyond the scholarship duration, students who have been
on the scholarship may receive continued support through research
and teaching assistantships or industry grants.

W

Selected Dissertations

PhD IN BUSINESS
Finance

e |nvestment Decisions and Trading Behaviour of Institutional
and Retail Investors (Antonia KIRILOVA, 2021)

Organisational Behaviour & Human Resources

e Pressure to be Creative - How Employees Respond to
Organisational Creativity Pressure (Hye Jung EUN, 2021)

Marketing

e The Role of Comparison Sites and Image Features in
Consumer Search (Alfred KOH Peng Yam, 2021)

Strategy & Organisation

e Essays on Corporate Social Responsibility and Strategic
Leadership (Li TONG, 2020)

Operations Management

e Stochastic Capacity Management in the Presence of
Production Resource Disruption (Boya YANG, 2020)

PhD IN ECONOMICS

e Three Essays on Empirical Asset Pricing
(Xueying BIAN, 2021)

e Essays on Economic Development and Environmental
Sustainability (Rohan RAY, 2021)

e Spatial Dynamic Panel Data Models with Correlated
Random Effects (Liyao LI, 2020)

e Policy Impact Evaluation on Labour and Health
(Junxing CHAY, 2020)

e Heterogeneous Firms in Trade: Quality Matters
(Yuting CHEN, 2019)

SMU PRESIDENTIAL DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP

The SMU Presidential Doctoral Fellowship* is awarded to
exceptionally qualified students who are offered candidatures at
SMU, as well as to existing PhD students who have outstanding
academic performance. The Fellowship is a one-year award that
is renewed annually, for up to four years.

SMU PRESIDENTIAL DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP
IN COMPUTING

The SMU Presidential Doctoral Fellowship in Computing* is
provided to exceptionally qualified students, who are offered
candidatures into SMU School of Computing and Information
Systems’ PhD programmes. The Fellowship is a one-year award
that is renewed annually, for up to four years.

SMU INTERDISCIPLINARY DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP

The SMU Interdisciplinary Doctoral Fellowship* is awarded to
existing PhD students who have shown exemplary pursuit of
research that crosses traditional disciplinary boundaries. This
Fellowship is also a one-year award.

*  The stipend rates are published on the SMU PhD website and are subject
to change.

PhD IN PSYCHOLOGY

e Two Roads Diverged: An Alternative Perspective on the
EASI Model (Nadhilla Velda MELIA, 2021)

e Fuelling Effects of Unique Opinion Holder's Emotions
on Team Creativity: A Collective Information Processing
Perspective (Hui Si OH, 2021)

e To Switch or Not to Switch: Individual Differences in
Executive Function and Emotion Regulation Flexibility
(Wei Xing TOH, 2021)

e Boosting Creative Ideation Through Improving Self-
Regulation (Sean LEE Teck Hao, 2020)

e |earning to Interpret Knowledge from Software Question
and Answer Sites (Bowen XU, 2021)

e Credit Assignment in Multiagent Reinforcement Learning for
Large Agent Population (Arambam James SINGH, 2021)

e Novel Techniques in Recovering, Embedding, and Enforcing
Policies for Control-Flow Integrity (Yan LIN, 2021)

e How Do Monetary Incentives Influence Prosocial Fundraising?
An Empirical Investigation of Matching Subsidies on
Crowdfunding (Zhiyuan GAO, 2020)

e Raising Funds in the Era of Digital Economy (Deserina
SULAEMAN, 2020)



SMU PhD Student Life and Achievements

Gain outstanding research achievements and international exposure to get a competitive edge in the job market, be it for an
academic or industry position.

Become Skilled Thought Leaders
through Interdisciplinary Learning and
Professional Training Workshops
(through the Graduate Research
Professional Development programme)

Experience On-the-Job Academic
Training through Research
Assistantships, Teaching Assistantships
& Graduate Instructor Positions

Learn to Interact & Collaborate with
Fellow PhD Candidates

Share Your Research with the
International Research Community
(e.g. presenting at distinguished/
peer-reviewed international conferences
through generous conference funding
provided by SMU)

Gain Outstanding Research
Achievements

(e.g. winning best paper awards at
international conferences & receiving
SMU doctoral fellowship awards)

Secure Competitive Internships with
Prestigious Organisations in Singapore
& Overseas

Over 240 SMU academic research PhD graduates have found good placements at prestigious international academic institutions
and industry organisations in various regions including Singapore, Asia-Pacific, Europe and North America. Read what two of our
graduates have to say about their PhD experience at SMU.

66

| have benefited immensely from the relentless support
given to me by the experienced faculty members in the
Marketing department of the SMU Lee Kong Chian School
of Business. Their advice and feedback had always been
instrumental in nurturing independence, discipline and
rigour in my research. More importantly, the SMU PhD
programme has also been very supportive in providing
the necessary resources and opportunities to assist me
in my research and career. The experienced faculty
members, coupled with the supportive PhD programme,
are what makes doing a PhD at SMU unique. 9,

Leon Gim LIM
Graduate
a\ PhD in Business (Marketing)

06

SMU’s innovative pedagogy, rigorous curriculum,
supportive professors and flexible research environment
provide excellent opportunities to grow personally and
professionally. Classes were highly interactive and
provided a congenial environment for deliberation.
The SMU PhD allows for multidisciplinary collaboration
across academia and industry. My professors always
encouraged me to participate in international conferences
and publish in top-tier journals. These were indeed
great avenues for me to promote my work to the wider

research community. 9’

Pavneet Singh KOCHHAR
Graduate
PhD in Information Systems
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